Total absence of the small bowel in a premature neonate.
We report here an interesting unique case of total loss of small bowel in the absence of associated malrotation or gastroschisis. Total loss of small bowel, acquired in utero in the absence of associated anomalies such as malrotation or gastroschisis, has not been previously reported. Several reports of congenital short bowel exist. However, this uncommon finding is typically associated with malrotation. Babies with this condition often present with functional intestinal obstruction. Several cases in which infarction of gastroschisis and autolysis of the bowel, followed by in utero resolution of the abdominal wall defect, have been reported as a cause of congenital absence of the small bowel. We present here the first report, to our knowledge, of an infant with total absence of the small bowel without gastroschisis or malrotation.